
July 23, 2021

Dear Saint Rita School Families,

As you may have heard, earlier this week Governor Northam, along with the Virginia Departments of Health

and Education, released guidance about masking in schools for the 2021-2022 school year.  These

recommendations, unlike the requirements they have issued before now, ultimately leave the decisions about

this coming year’s mask policy up to the schools. All of us principals of Catholic schools in the Arlington

Diocese met yesterday with our Superintendent, Dr. Joe Vorbach, who echoed that our schools are

empowered to create their own policies, within the bounds of the law.

After a year in this position, I am quite aware that our community, perhaps like most, is divided on the mask

issue.  Those who favor masking see simply strapping a piece of cloth on one’s face as a free, easy way to add

some level of protection from a virus which can be deadly.  It seems irresponsible to them not to take every

possible precaution.

But others counter that these scraps of fabric do come at a cost - in terms of the quality of human interaction

our children are able to have with covered faces. If the viral particles are small enough to pass through a cloth

mask anyway, and if children are not likely to be severely affected by this illness, it does not seem worth

stifling, for an indefinite period of time, the effective communication, empathy, and compassion our children

learn by interacting face to face.

It seems unlikely that either side will convince the other.  We began this internal debate almost exactly a year

ago, as I first embarked upon this job.  Our approach then remains our approach now.  As previewed in the

2021-2022 school year vision document I circulated last spring, Saint Rita School will enact whatever



restrictions are required by law, but will otherwise strive to keep our school and community life as normal as

possible for our kids. Therefore, Saint Rita School and Preschool will not require our students to wear

masks when they return to school in the fall; any parents remain free to send their children in masks if

they choose. This policy will change in accordance with any changes in the law, and will also be re-evaluated

if there is evidence of COVID transmission in our school or if our learning becomes disrupted by repeated

quarantines of groups or grades of students.

I will add greater detail about our isolation and quarantine policies as well as other planned mitigation

measures for Fall 2021 as those protocols are finalized.

As always, thank you for your prayerful support of Saint Rita School.

In Christ,

Bethany Hamm


